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"Sete Tipos de Ambiguidade" de William Empson explora como a 

linguagem pode ser interpretada de várias maneiras. Aqui estão 

exemplos práticos para cada tipo: 

  

Metáfora: Quando duas coisas são comparadas que têm propriedades 

diferentes.  

Exemplo: “O mundo é um palco.” Aqui, o mundo é comparado a um 

palco, sugerindo que a vida é como uma peça. 

  

Dois ou mais significados resolvidos em um: Quando uma palavra ou 

frase pode ser interpretada de várias maneiras que fazem sentido juntas. 



Exemplo: “O latido foi doloroso.” Isso poderia significar que a casca 

de uma árvore causou dor física ou que o latido de um cão foi 

emocionalmente doloroso. 

Esta cela/sela é dolorosa 

Este conselho/conselho arde  

 

Claro! Palavras homófonas são aquelas que têm a mesma pronúncia, 

mas grafias e significados diferentes. Aqui estão alguns exemplos: 

• Acento (sinal gráfico) e assento (lugar para sentar) 

• Aço (liga de ferro) e asso (verbo assar) 

• Caçar (perseguir animais) e cassar (anular) 

• Cela (compartimento) e sela (assento para cavalo) 

• Cento (cem) e sento (verbo sentar) 

• Cesto (recipiente) e sexto (ordinal de seis) 

• Cinto (acessório) e sinto (verbo sentir) 

• Conselho (sugestão) e concelho (município) 

• Concerto (apresentação musical) e conserto (reparo) 

• Coser (costurar) e cozer (cozinhar) 

Esses exemplos mostram como o contexto é essencial para entender o 

significado correto da palavra. Se precisar de mais exemplos ou tiver 

alguma dúvida, é só me avisar! 

 

 



  

Duas ideias conectadas pelo contexto: Quando uma palavra ou frase 

tem vários significados que estão conectados pelo contexto. 

Exemplo: “Ele era um estudante brilhante.” “Brilhante” poderia 

significar inteligente ou alegre, ambos se encaixando no contexto de 

uma descrição positiva. 

  

Dois ou mais significados que não concordam, mas se combinam para 

esclarecer um estado mental complicado: Quando significados 

conflitantes são usados para expressar uma ideia complexa. 

Exemplo: “Não sei se amo ou odeio ele.” Isso expressa um estado 

emocional complicado onde ambos os sentimentos coexistem. 

  

Descobrindo a ideia no ato de escrever: Quando o autor parece estar 

descobrindo seus pensamentos enquanto escreve. 

Exemplo: “Acho, não, sei, que vou conseguir.” A progressão da 

incerteza para a certeza é evidente na escrita. 



  

Uma comparação que fica no meio de duas declarações: Quando uma 

comparação é feita que não se alinha totalmente com nenhuma das 

declarações que conecta. 

Exemplo: “Seu sorriso era como uma sombra passageira.” Esse símile 

sugere algo ao mesmo tempo belo e transitório, não se alinhando 

totalmente com nenhum dos conceitos sozinhos. 

  

Duas palavras que são opostas dentro do contexto: Quando palavras 

que são opostas são usadas juntas para revelar um significado mais 

profundo. 

Exemplo: “Memórias agridoce.” As palavras “amargo” e “doce” são 

opostas, mas juntas transmitem a natureza complexa de certas 

memórias. 

Esses exemplos ilustram como os tipos de ambiguidade de Empson 

podem enriquecer a interpretação da linguagem e da literatura. 
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William Empson’s “Seven Types of Ambiguity” explores how 

language can be interpreted in multiple ways. Here are practical 

examples for each type: 

1. Metaphor: When two things are compared that have different 

properties. 

• Example: “The world is a stage.” Here, the world is 

compared to a stage, suggesting life is like a play. 

2. Two or more meanings resolved into one: When a word or 

phrase can be interpreted in multiple ways that make sense 

together. 



• Example: “The bark was painful.” This could mean the bark 

of a tree caused physical pain or a dog’s bark was 

emotionally painful. 

3. Two ideas connected through context: When a word or phrase 

has multiple meanings that are connected by the context. 

• Example: “He was a bright student.” “Bright” could mean 

intelligent or cheerful, both fitting the context of a positive 

description. 

4. Two or more meanings that do not agree but combine to make 

clear a complicated state of mind: When conflicting meanings 

are used to express a complex idea. 

• Example: “I can’t tell if I love or hate him.” This expresses 

a complicated emotional state where both feelings coexist. 

5. Discovering the idea in the act of writing: When the author 

seems to be figuring out their thoughts as they write. 

• Example: “I think, no, I know, that I will succeed.” The 

progression from uncertainty to certainty is evident in the 

writing. 



6. A simile that lies halfway between two statements: When a 

comparison is made that doesn’t fully align with either of the 

statements it connects. 

• Example: “Her smile was like a fleeting shadow.” This 

simile suggests something both beautiful and transient, not 

fully aligning with either concept alone. 

7. Two words that are opposites within context: When words that 

are opposites are used together to reveal a deeper meaning. 

• Example: “Bittersweet memories.” The words “bitter” and 

“sweet” are opposites, but together they convey the 

complex nature of certain memories. 

These examples illustrate how Empson’s types of ambiguity can enrich 

the interpretation of language and literature123. 

Do you have a favorite type of ambiguity or a specific text in mind 

you’d like to explore further? 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Seven-Types-of-Ambiguity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Seven-Types-of-Ambiguity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Seven-Types-of-Ambiguity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Types_of_Ambiguity
https://bing.com/search?q=seven+types+of+ambiguity+William+Empson


 

Sure! Here are examples of William Empson’s seven types of 

ambiguity using the word “culture”: 

8. First Type: When a detail is effective in several ways 

simultaneously. 

o Example: “The culture of the soil is essential for 

agriculture.” Here, “culture” can mean both the cultivation 

of the soil and the broader practices and knowledge 

associated with farming. 

9. Second Type: When two or more alternative meanings are 

resolved into one. 

o Example: “The culture of the Renaissance influenced 

modern Europe.” “Culture” here can refer to both the artistic 

achievements and the social practices of the Renaissance, 

which together shaped modern Europe. 

10. Third Type: When two apparently unconnected meanings 

are given simultaneously. 

o Example: “The culture in the petri dish grew rapidly.” This 

could refer to both the biological growth and the 

development of a scientific experiment. 

11. Fourth Type: When alternative meanings combine to make 

clear a complicated state of mind in the author. 

o Example: “The culture of the company is both innovative 

and traditional.” This reflects the author’s complex view of 

the company’s environment, which embraces both new 

ideas and established practices. 

12. Fifth Type: When a statement is so contradictory or 

meaningless that the reader is forced to supply their own 

interpretations. 



o Example: “The culture of silence speaks volumes.” This 

paradoxical statement forces the reader to think about how 

silence can convey significant meaning. 

13. Sixth Type: When a statement says nothing and the readers 

are forced to invent a meaning. 

o Example: “The culture is what it is.” This vague statement 

compels the reader to define what “culture” means in this 

context. 

14. Seventh Type: When the author discovers their idea while 

writing. 

o Example: “In exploring the culture of ancient civilizations, 

we find our own roots.” Here, the author realizes the 

connection between studying ancient cultures and 

understanding modern identity. 

These examples illustrate how the word “culture” can be used to create 

multiple layers of meaning, enriching the text and engaging the reader’s 

interpretation. If you have any more questions or need further 

clarification, feel free to ask! 
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Sure! Here are examples of William Empson’s seven types of 

ambiguity using the word “culture”: 

15. First Type: When a detail is effective in several ways 

simultaneously. 

o Example: “The culture of the soil is essential for 

agriculture.” Here, “culture” can mean both the cultivation 



of the soil and the broader practices and knowledge 

associated with farming. 

16. Second Type: When two or more alternative meanings are 

resolved into one. 

o Example: “The culture of the Renaissance influenced 

modern Europe.” “Culture” here can refer to both the artistic 

achievements and the social practices of the Renaissance, 

which together shaped modern Europe. 

17. Third Type: When two apparently unconnected meanings 

are given simultaneously. 

o Example: “The culture in the petri dish grew rapidly.” This 

could refer to both the biological growth and the 

development of a scientific experiment. 

18. Fourth Type: When alternative meanings combine to make 

clear a complicated state of mind in the author. 

o Example: “The culture of the company is both innovative 

and traditional.” This reflects the author’s complex view of 

the company’s environment, which embraces both new 

ideas and established practices. 

19. Fifth Type: When a statement is so contradictory or 

meaningless that the reader is forced to supply their own 

interpretations. 

o Example: “The culture of silence speaks volumes.” This 

paradoxical statement forces the reader to think about how 

silence can convey significant meaning. 

20. Sixth Type: When a statement says nothing and the readers 

are forced to invent a meaning. 

o Example: “The culture is what it is.” This vague statement 

compels the reader to define what “culture” means in this 

context. 

21. Seventh Type: When the author discovers their idea while 

writing. 



o Example: “In exploring the culture of ancient civilizations, 

we find our own roots.” Here, the author realizes the 

connection between studying ancient cultures and 

understanding modern identity. 

These examples illustrate how the word “culture” can be used to create 

multiple layers of meaning, enriching the text and engaging the reader’s 

interpretation. If you have any more questions or need further 

clarification, feel free to ask! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Claro! Aqui estão os exemplos dos sete tipos de ambiguidade de 

William Empson usando a palavra “cultura”: 

22. Primeiro Tipo: Quando um detalhe é eficaz de várias 

maneiras simultaneamente. 

o Exemplo: “A cultura do solo é essencial para a agricultura.” 

Aqui, “cultura” pode significar tanto o cultivo do solo 

quanto as práticas e conhecimentos mais amplos associados 

à agricultura. 

23. Segundo Tipo: Quando duas ou mais significados 

alternativos são resolvidos em um só. 

o Exemplo: “A cultura do Renascimento influenciou a Europa 

moderna.” “Cultura” aqui pode se referir tanto às 

realizações artísticas quanto às práticas sociais do 

Renascimento, que juntas moldaram a Europa moderna. 

24. Terceiro Tipo: Quando dois significados aparentemente 

desconectados são dados simultaneamente. 

o Exemplo: “A cultura na placa de Petri cresceu 

rapidamente.” Isso pode se referir tanto ao crescimento 



biológico quanto ao desenvolvimento de um experimento 

científico. 

25. Quarto Tipo: Quando significados alternativos se 

combinam para esclarecer um estado de espírito complicado no 

autor. 

o Exemplo: “A cultura da empresa é tanto inovadora quanto 

tradicional.” Isso reflete a visão complexa do autor sobre o 

ambiente da empresa, que abraça tanto novas ideias quanto 

práticas estabelecidas. 

26. Quinto Tipo: Quando uma declaração é tão contraditória ou 

sem sentido que o leitor é forçado a fornecer suas próprias 

interpretações. 

o Exemplo: “A cultura do silêncio fala volumes.” Esta 

declaração paradoxal força o leitor a pensar sobre como o 

silêncio pode transmitir um significado significativo. 

27. Sexto Tipo: Quando uma declaração não diz nada e os 

leitores são forçados a inventar um significado. 

o Exemplo: “A cultura é o que é.” Esta declaração vaga obriga 

o leitor a definir o que “cultura” significa neste contexto. 

28. Sétimo Tipo: Quando o autor descobre sua ideia enquanto 

escreve. 

o Exemplo: “Ao explorar a cultura das civilizações antigas, 

encontramos nossas próprias raízes.” Aqui, o autor percebe 

a conexão entre estudar culturas antigas e entender a 

identidade moderna. 

Esses exemplos ilustram como a palavra “cultura” pode ser usada para 

criar múltiplas camadas de significado, enriquecendo o texto e 

envolvendo a interpretação do leitor. Se tiver mais perguntas ou 

precisar de mais esclarecimentos, estou à disposição! 

   



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Sure! William Empson’s “Seven Types of Ambiguity” explores how 

language can be interpreted in multiple ways. Let’s apply these types 

to the concept of “agency”: 

29. First Type: Simple Metaphor 

 When “agency” is used metaphorically, it might refer to a person 

or entity acting on behalf of another. For example, “The agency 

of nature” could mean nature acting as an agent of change. 

30. Second Type: Two or More Meanings Resolved into One 

 “Agency” can mean both the capacity to act and an organization 

that acts. In a sentence like “The agency was decisive,” it could 

refer to both the decisiveness of the organization and the 

decisiveness of its actions. 

31. Third Type: Two Ideas Connected through Context 

 Consider the phrase “human agency.” This could imply both the 

actions taken by humans and the organizations humans create to 

take action, depending on the context. 

32. Fourth Type: Multiple Meanings that Do Not Agree but 

Combine 

 “Agency” might be used in a way that highlights a conflict, such 

as “The agency of the oppressed.” This could refer to both the 

capacity of oppressed individuals to act and the organizations that 

might oppress them. 

33. Fifth Type: Discovering an Idea in the Act of Writing 

 In a narrative, a character might reflect on their “agency,” 

discovering their ability to influence events as the story unfolds, 

thus revealing the concept through their actions and thoughts. 



34. Sixth Type: A Statement that Says Nothing, Forcing 

Readers to Invent a Meaning 

 A vague statement like “Agency is everything” forces readers 

to interpret what “agency” means in that context, whether it’s 

personal autonomy, organizational power, or something else. 

35. Seventh Type: Opposites Exposing a Fundamental 

Division 

 The phrase “agency and structure” juxtaposes individual action 

(agency) with societal constraints (structure), highlighting the 

tension between personal freedom and social limitations. 

These examples show how the concept of “agency” can be rich with 

multiple layers of meaning, depending on how it’s used. Does this help 

clarify Empson’s types of ambiguity for you? 
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Sure! William Empson’s “Seven Types of Ambiguity” explores how 

language can be interpreted in multiple ways. Let’s apply these types 

to the concept of “agency”: 

36. First Type: Simple Metaphor 

 When “agency” is used metaphorically, it might refer to a person 

or entity acting on behalf of another. For example, “The agency 

of nature” could mean nature acting as an agent of change. 

37. Second Type: Two or More Meanings Resolved into One 

 “Agency” can mean both the capacity to act and an organization 

that acts. In a sentence like “The agency was decisive,” it could 

refer to both the decisiveness of the organization and the 

decisiveness of its actions. 



38. Third Type: Two Ideas Connected through Context 

 Consider the phrase “human agency.” This could imply both the 

actions taken by humans and the organizations humans create to 

take action, depending on the context. 

39. Fourth Type: Multiple Meanings that Do Not Agree but 

Combine 

 “Agency” might be used in a way that highlights a conflict, such 

as “The agency of the oppressed.” This could refer to both the 

capacity of oppressed individuals to act and the organizations that 

might oppress them. 

40. Fifth Type: Discovering an Idea in the Act of Writing 

 In a narrative, a character might reflect on their “agency,” 

discovering their ability to influence events as the story unfolds, 

thus revealing the concept through their actions and thoughts. 

41. Sixth Type: A Statement that Says Nothing, Forcing 

Readers to Invent a Meaning 

 A vague statement like “Agency is everything” forces readers to 

interpret what “agency” means in that context, whether it’s 

personal autonomy, organizational power, or something else. 

42. Seventh Type: Opposites Exposing a Fundamental 

Division 

 The phrase “agency and structure” juxtaposes individual action 

(agency) with societal constraints (structure), highlighting the 

tension between personal freedom and social limitations. 

These examples show how the concept of “agency” can be rich with 

multiple layers of meaning, depending on how it’s used. Does this help 

clarify Empson’s types of ambiguity for you? 

 

 



 

 

 


